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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schirrmeister et al. in view of Mitzel. 

Regarding claim 1, Schirrmeister et al. teaches an apparatus for processing sheet material, 
comprising: a transport path, 12, a checking device, 15 and 16, for checking the sheet material 
with components lying opposite each other along the transport path, see figure 2, a conveyor belt, 
30, and opposite thereto, transport devices, 29, and 25, for holding and guiding the sheet 
material, wherein the conveyor belt, 30, with the help of at least one deflection roller, 28, is led 
away from the transport path before the checking device, so that the sheet material in the sensing 
region of the checking device is without guidance by conveyor belt, and clamping rings, which 
are disposed coaxial to the at least one deflection roller, see figure 5, disposed in transport 
direction before the checking device and project over the conveyor belt, see figure 5, wherein the 
transport devices, 29 and 25, lying opposite the conveyor belt cooperate with the clamping rings 
in order to grasp sheet material guided in the transport path and to guide it through between the 
two components of the checking device, characterized in that by the cooperation of the transport 
devices with the clamping rings the sheet material is led through between the two components of 
the checking device, see figure 2. 
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Schirrmeister et al. does not teach a guide plate for supporting this process, but Mitzel 
does. Mitzel teaches an apparatus for processing sheet material comprising a conveyor belt, 
transport devices, and a guide plate, 40. IT would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the guide plate of Mitzle with the sheet processing apparatus of Schirrrmeister 
et al, to achieve the predictable result of supporting the sheet material as it passes by the 
checking device and through the gap in the conveyor belts. 

Regarding claim 2, Schirrmeister et al. teaches that the conveyor belt is led around 
checking devices with the help of at least one deflection roller, 28, see figure 2. 

Regarding claim 3, Schirrmeister et al. teaches that the clamping rings at least along their 
outside circumference consist of elastic material, see column 3, lines55+. 

Regarding claim 4, Schirrmeister et al. teaches that the circumference of the clamping 
rings slightly overlaps the circumference of the transport device cooperating with them, see 
figure 5. 

Regarding claim 5, Schirrmeister et al. teaches that the clamping rings and the deflection 
roller are disposed on a common shaft, see figure 5. 

Regarding claim 7, Schirrmeister teaches that the clamping rings ar rigidly connected to 
each, see figure 5. 

Regarding claim 10, Shirrmeister et al. teaches that the transport device lying opposite 
the conveyor belt are transport rollers, 25 and 26, in transport direction spaced apart from each 
other, see figure 7. 
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Regarding claim 11, Schirrmeister et al. teaches that the transport devices lying opposite 
the conveyor belt also comprise a conveyor belt, 29, which is led away from the transport path 
before the checking device with the help of at least one deflection roller, se figure 2. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6, 8, and 9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAITLIN S. JOERGER whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6938. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on 571-272-6916. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kaitlin S Joerger 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3653 

1 1 March 2008 

/Kaitlin S Joerger/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3653 



